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US Wings

After his brother Lloyd’s funeral, David 
returned to Lani and their daughter, 

Brittany, in Florida and continued to sell trinkets 
on the boardwalk in Fort Myers. One day, out 
of nowhere, his old friend from Ohio, Ted Cole, 
stood on the boardwalk and asked him, “David 
Hack? What the hell are you doing?” Hack did 
not have an answer as Ted walked away shaking 
his head and saying only, “Go home, Sarge. Go 
home.” 

 Ted Cole’s unexpected visit made Hack think 
about his present situation, and he took the long 
way home to contemplate his life and his family’s 
future. As he was strolling along the boardwalk, 
still deep in thought, he saw a sign on a store 
named “US Wings.” In the window was another 
sign that said “Going Out Of Business.” Hack 
went in to ask whether the owner wanted to sell 
any of the jackets cheap, because he sold things 
on the street. The owner found Hack humorous 
and told him he could buy the whole business, 
including the stock, wholesale contacts, and 
US Wings trademark for $500. Hack thought a 

IX. minute and simply asked whether he took credit 
cards. The owner looked at Hack as though he 
might be some kind of a mental patient who had 
absentmindedly wandered into the store. “My 
wife has a credit card,” he informed the store 
owner. 

 That night David asked Lani how much credit 
she had left on her card. The plane ticket to 
Phoenix had taken about half of it, so there was 
almost exactly $500.00 remaining. David got 
a big smile on his face. The Hacks were going 
LQWR�WKH�ÀLJKW�MDFNHW�EXVLQHVV��$�IHZ�ZHHNV�ODWHU��
David, Lani, and Brittany were packed and ready 
to leave Fort Myers, Florida for Ohio. David 
placed the last item into the little U-Haul trailer 
hitched to the car: the US Wings sign from his 
newly purchased business. Meanwhile, Lani’s 
mother, Judy, stood in their midst like a raving 
mad woman, cursing the day David Hack was 
born and swearing revenge for stealing her 
daughter away from her. “You’ll regret this! I 
swear, you’ll regret this!” The mother continued 
to rage as the car pulled away. 

 As promised, his mother-in-law took her 
revenge, and she did it in the most insidious 
manner. When refused a V.A. loan to buy a little 
KRXVH� IRU�KLV�QHZ� IDPLO\��+DFN�ZDQWHG� WR�¿QG�
out why. He waited in the lobby all day until the 
EDQN�FORVHG��DQG�ZDV�¿QDOO\�DEOH�WR�WDON�WR�0U��
(GZDUGV��WKH�ORDQ�RI¿FHU��ZKR�WROG�KLP�WKDW�KH�
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had received a phone call from someone saying 
that Hack was a military imposter, a communist, 
and was under investigation. David realized 
that Mr. Edwards had received this information 
as a result of a bogus phone call by his mother-
in-law. The matter was straightened out, and  
Mr. Edwards realized that he had known Hack 
previously, and that he was a man of integrity. 
He immediately granted Hack his loan. 

 Now, with a place to live, the Hack family went 
WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKHLU�QHZ�ÀLJKW�MDFNHW�EXVLQHVV��/DQL�
worked tirelessly to recreate the US Wings logo 
and began the advertising. David worked hard to 
¿JXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�GR�EXVLQHVV�RQ�D�QHZ�LQYHQWLRQ�
called the “Internet” and make contacts with the 
suppliers, distributors, and business people of 
WKH�ÀLJKW�MDFNHW�EXVLQHVV��7RJHWKHU�WKH\�WUDYHOHG��
PHW� SHRSOH�� ZHQW� WR� H[KLELWLRQV�� ÀHD� PDUNHWV��
IDLUV��HWF���DQ\�SODFH�WR�VHOO� WKHLU�ZDUHV��$W�¿UVW�
it was hard, very hard. Bankruptcy hovered over 
them like an evil specter, David was diagnosed 
with ailments related to Agent Orange exposure, 
and Lani was pregnant again. So began the family 
business.

USWINGS.COM

TKH� ÀLJKW� MDFNHW� LQGXVWU\� LV� DQ� H[WUHPHO\�
GLI¿FXOW� EXVLQHVV� LQ� ZKLFK� WR� JDLQ� IRRWLQJ�

as a newcomer. The major manufacturers have 
long and protected lineages, some of which have 
been in business since before the Second World 
War. The patterns for the jackets are corporate 
secrets that are trademarked and insured for large 
DPRXQWV�RI�PRQH\��0DQ\�ÀLJKW�MDFNHWV�DUH�VWLOO�
made in the United States, and some are of the 
KLJKHVW� TXDOLW\�� 0DQ\� RI� WKH� FRPSDQLHV� KDYH�
long standing contracts with the military and 
other government agencies, which are some of 
the most highly prized business agreements of 
any industry. 

 Nevertheless, David Hack, a man who knew 
what it meant to have everything and to have 
nothing, was undaunted and unstoppable. David 
DQG� /DQL¶V� VHOI�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�� FRQ¿GHQFH�� DQG�
D�TXDOLW\�SURGXFW� VSXUUHG�RQ�86�:LQJV��'DYLG�
made contacts with manufacturers, distributors, 
and the government. He collected patterns, 
expanded the site’s offerings, and continually 
updated the website. 

X.
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 He offered a free pilot’s cap and scarf with 
each jacket purchase. He worked tirelessly to 
insure the satisfaction of every single customer, 
HYHQ�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�VDWLV¿HG��ZKLFK�KDSSHQHG�
seldom. The testimonials were put onto the site 
and still increase yearly. He catered to the troops 
stationed all over the world by offering them free 
postage and handling, regardless of where they 
may be living. US Wings mailed out beautiful 
postcards that displayed various jackets such 
as the A-2, B-3, or G-1, and created a beautiful 
catalog that every customer received. 

 US Wings, founded in 1986, became a 
soaring success. Their website has proven to be 
a founding landmark in “dotcom” commerce, 
eventually obtaining over a million hits, 
i.e., visits, each month. It has been featured 
in numerous magazines, business journals, 
newsletters, television shows, and the Wall 
Street Journal. It is one of the largest suppliers 
RI� ÀLJKW� MDFNHWV� DQG� VHOOV� WR�PRUH� JRYHUQPHQW�
and business interests than most other suppliers 
in the industry. It is among one of the twenty-
three Internet businesses appearing in Jaclyn 
Easton’s book 6WULNLQJ,W5LFK�FRP��3UR¿OHV�RI����
,QFUHGLEO\�6XFFHVVIXO�:HEVLWHV�<RX¶YH�3UREDEO\�
1HYHU�+HDUG�2I. The site recently received the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Business Award 
for excellence, and Hack has sent jackets to our 
Presidents. 

 The US Wings customer list reads like an 
invitation roster for a red carpet event and includes 
many U.S. military top brass, Hollywood movie 
stars, political dignitaries, corporate CEO’s and 
working class people the world over. Also found 
on the list are more than a hundred different 
corporations which use US Wings jackets as 
incentives and rewards. 

� 7KHLU�SURGXFWV�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�LQ�¿OPV�VXFK�
as 7KH�7XVNHJHH�$LUPHQ, and more recently Sky 
&DSWDLQ� DQG� WKH�:RUOG� RI� 7RPRUURZ. Angelina 
Jolie, who starred in 6N\�&DSWDLQ�DQG�WKH�:RUOG�RI�
7RPRUURZ, to which Hack supplied the goggles, 
ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�D�ÀLJKW�MDFNHW�IURP�86�:LQJV�RQ�
The Ellen DeGeneres Show. Dick Rossi, the ace 
¿JKWHU� SLORW� RI� WKH�$PHULFDQ�9ROXQWHHU�*URXS��
better known as the Flying Tigers, recently 
GRQDWHG� KLV� QHZ� �86�:LQJV� �*��� ÀLJKW� MDFNHW�
to the newly constructed Flying Tigers Museum 
in China, which is dedicated to commemorating 
WKH�VDFUL¿FH�RI�$PHULFDQ�EORRG�LQ�WKH�GHIHQVH�RI�
&KLQD�DQG�%XUPD��DQG�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�-DSDQHVH�
imperialism in WWII. 

 Visiting the website (www.uswings.com) 
provides a great adventure in the purchase of a 
OHDWKHU�ERPEHU�RU�ÀLJKW� MDFNHW�DQG� LV� ULFK�ZLWK�
the ambiance of American military history. There 
are sections devoted to every type and style of 
ÀLJKW� MDFNHW�� 6W\OHV� FDQ� EH� EDVHG� RQ� VWDQGDUG�
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PLOLWDU\� VSHFL¿FDWLRQV� �WUXH� WR� WKH� SDWWHUQV�
of the Second World War) as well as modern 
designs. Every jacket’s history and development 
is charted. Visitors can learn about the Flying 
Tigers, the Tuskegee Airmen, the Women’s Air 
Force Service Pilots (WASP), Audie Murphy, 
and General Keith Ware, among others, while 
they browse. The most unenlightened person can 
TXLFNO\�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�D�ÀLJKW�
jacket and a bomber jacket, know the difference 
EHWZHHQ� WKH� $��� DQG� *��� ÀLJKW� MDFNHWV�� DQG�
grow to appreciate what men had to do in the 
B-3 bombers of WWII. The site boasts links 
to several prominent military, patriotic, and 
aviation organizations and even offers its own 
“Gold Site Award” to other websites that meet its 
criteria. A visit to the website can be interesting, 
informative, and addicting. David Hack’s US 
Wings website is dedicated to preserving the 
memory of U.S. military artifacts and important 
American military history.

 US Wings has become a leader in the “dot-
com” industry by setting the highest standards 
for business conducted on the Internet while 
KRQRULQJ� WKH� WUDGLWLRQV� DQG� VDFUL¿FHV� RI� WKH�
¿JKWLQJ� VHUYLFH�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�RI� WKH�8QLWHG�
States. 

Retail Store

In 2003, the river near the US Wings warehouse 
ÀRRGHG� DQG� GDPDJHG� RYHU� D� KDOI� PLOOLRQ�

dollars worth of inventory. Unbeknownst to 
Hack, during the building of his business, their 
LQVXUDQFH�GLG�QRW�FRYHU�ÀRRGLQJ��VR�LW�DSSHDUHG�DV�
though US Wings was sunk, both metaphorically 
and literally. As David and Lani stood knee deep 
LQ�WKH�ÀRRGZDWHU�RI�WKH�ZDUHKRXVH�ZKLOH�MDFNHWV��
IXUQLWXUH�� DQG� FRPSXWHUV� ÀRDWHG� DERXW� LQ� UXLQ��
the situation seemed hopeless and the battle 
appeared lost, but the warrior in Hack refused to 
accept defeat. 

 His next move? Find higher ground, build a 
store, not just a warehouse, and have a shop that 
FRPPHPRUDWHV� WKH�VDFUL¿FH�RI�HYHU\�EUDQFK�RI�
the armed services. Most importantly, continue 
¿JKWLQJ��³(YHU\�JRRG�WKLQJ�,�IRXQG�LQ�OLIH�FDPH�
RXW�RI�WKH�KDUG�WLPHV��7KH�ÀRRG�ZDV�MXVW�DQRWKHU�
one of those hard times.” With fervent resolve, 
WKH�QHZ�86�:LQJV�KHDGTXDUWHUV�DQG�UHWDLO�VWRUH�
was built in Hudson, Ohio. “The world is our 
customer.”

XI.
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 The “trendy” new shop gets its ambiance 
from Hack’s extensive collection of memorabilia 
GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�¿JKWLQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�RI�WKH�
USA. It is, in essence, a military museum in 
PLQLDWXUH�� 7KH� VWRUH� LV� ¿OOHG� ZLWK� HYHU\� ÀLJKW�
jacket imaginable. Also, every form of military 
issue clothing can be purchased. The windows 
DQG� VKHOYHV� DUH� ¿OOHG� ZLWK� KDQG� FDUYHG� À\LQJ�
machines of every era, pictures, posters, and 
JLIWV�RI�PLOLWDU\�VW\OH��7KH�ZDOOV�DUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
information about military men and women, 
battles, and other US Wings memorabilia. It is 
a tribute to all of those who served the United 
States of America; those who came home and 
those who did not.

  David Hack’s life, sacrifices and 
accomplishments in the face of extreme adversity 
are examples of the spirit of anyone who has 
feared, doubted, suffered, and even failed, but 
UHIXVHG� WR�TXLW��$QG� LV� WKLV�QRW�DQ�HPERGLPHQW�
of one of life’s great lessons? One is never really 
defeated, until one gives up.

 For more information about Sgt. Hack 
please go to: www.SgtHack.com

/DG\�/DQL�DQG�6LU�'DYLG

+LJKZD\�����2XWVLGH�RI�/DL�.KH


